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Small Group Transcript
Vicki: I brought you together today because I want us to have a chance to practice something that readers
need to do, especially as they start reading harder books. Sometimes a writer doesn’t come right out and
tell us exactly what’s happening. They expect their readers to figure out what’s going on by paying close
attention to the details the writer gives them. We’re going to do that today with a few pages from a book
called No More Monsters for Me! and after each page we’re going to share our ideas about what we
think is going on and why. So here are some pages of the book. Do we want to read silently, take turns
or have me read it?
Veronica: Take turns.
Vicki: Okay, Veronica, do you want to start us off?
Veronica: [Reads the first page, with Vicki helping pronounce Minneapolis Simpkin]
Vicki: So what do we think is going on?
Anthony: The little girl and her mom are fighting.
Vicki: How did you figure that out?
Anthony: Because it says they yelled.
Vicki: Do we know why they’re fighting?
Billy: The girl’s a troublemaker.
Vicki: What made you say that?
Billy: Because she’s yelling back at her mom and she shouldn’t do that.
Vicki: Okay, you’re right, she could be a troublemaker and that could be why they’re fighting. Does
anyone else have other ideas?
Amira: Maybe because of this [pointing to the words Minneapolis Simpkin]
Vicki: Hmm. Minneapolis Simpkin. Do we have any idea what that is?
Veronica: Maybe it’s what the mom’s cooking and her mom doesn’t want to give her any yet.”
Heidi: Or maybe it’s the little girl’s name.
Vicki: I’m pretty sure Veronica got her idea from the picture, right Veronica? But Heidi can you tell us
what made you think that?

Heidi: Well, the mom’s talking her, so that could be her name.
Billy: That’s too weird.
Vicki: What about the rest of you? Anthony, Amira? [Anthony & Amira shrug] So let’s go on to the next
page then and see if we get any more clues that can help us figure out why they’re fighting and what
Minneapolis Simpkin means.
Anthony: [Reads next page spread]
Billy: See, she is a troublemaker. I think she wanted to go outside after dark and her mom said no. And
now she’s really gonna get in trouble because there might be some older kids hiding in the bushes who
aren’t nice or maybe she’ll be stopped by a policeman and she’s, like, only seven years old.
Vicki: I think, Billy, that what you just did was think about what you know can happen when you go
outside by yourself after dark to get an idea about why they were fighting and what might happen next.
But is there anything in the words that give us a clue either to your idea or other ideas?
Amira: [Pointing to the line with the word pet] The girl might want a pet and her mom says no.”
Heidi: Yeah, and that could be why her mom said “Not even a tadpole.”
Vicki: Interesting. We now have two ideas about why they’re fighting. Veronica, Anthony, what do you
think?
Veronica: I think she wants a pet.
Anthony: I think maybe Billy’s right and she’s gonna get into trouble.
Vicki: So let’s keep reading and see what we learn next.
Amira: [Reads next page spread]
Vicki: There’re those funny words again. We thought it could be whatever the mom was cooking or it
could be the girl’s name. What do we think now?
Veronica: I don’t think it’s what the mom was cooking anymore. But maybe it’s like an expression. You
know, like “Oh my gosh.”
Vicki: That’s an interesting idea. What do the rest of you think?
Anthony: Yeah, that’s possible.
Vicki: Okay, let’s read our last page for today and see whether we can finally figure out what
Minneapolis Simpkin means and what the fight is about.

Heidi: [Reads next page spread and a few of the students say “ah” when she reads the line “Mom never
said no to a monster.”]
Vicki: So I heard lots of you say ah. Why did you say that?
Anthony: They were fighting about a pet. Right here it says “Mom never said no to a monster.”
Vicki: Billy, do you agree, too?
Billy: Yeah, but she still shouldn’t go outside at night by herself. And that’s her name, Minneapolis
Simpkin.
Vicki: How did you figure that out?
Billy: Because it wouldn’t make sense if she said ‘Oh my gosh’ will help you.
Vicki: So you tried our other idea out and it didn’t really make sense here. Does thinking it’s her name
make sense in every case?
[The students go back to the text and all agree that it does]
Billy: But it’s still a weird name.
Vicki: You’re right, it is strange, which is why we weren’t all sure. I know you, Heidi, thought it could
be her name right at the beginning because her mom was talking to her and she said her name, just like
I said your name, Heidi, when I was talking to you. So that’s one thing we can remember: that sometimes
writers don’t come right out and tell us what a character’s name is but they slip it into a line of dialogue
and we have to figure that out.
But you also did a lot of other amazing work. You kept reading forward looking for clues that would
help us figure out something we weren’t sure about, and you all kept on revising your thinking every
time you read a new page and heard something new. That’s exactly what readers do. They keep adding
on and revising their understanding as they read.
And so last question, Billy. At first you thought Minneapolis Simpkin was a troublemaker. Do you still
think so or have you revised your ideas about her?
Billy: Well, she may be a troublemaker but she’s also nice because she hugged the monster.
Veronica: And she’s helpful.
Heidi: And caring.
Vicki: So it’s sounds like a couple of you revised our ideas about her, too. Let’s remember to keep
revising and adding on to our ideas whenever we read in order to figure what the writer might not tell
us directly.

