Connecting Educators and Families

Engaging Literacy Strategies
and Activities at Home and School
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Developing Literacy:
A Team Effort Between Parents and Teachers

Family Literacy
Night
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Extensive research shows ...

* Early parental involvement in their child’s reading has been
found to be one of the most important determinants of
language and emerging literacy 1

* The earlier parents get involved in their child’s literacy the
better and the longer lasting the effects »

*  Success in reading is a gateway to success in other academic
areas as well as social areas. 3




What holds somearentsback fromreading
with their children?

A Parents might not have many books or other reading material ir
their home, or they might not have reading material that will
Interest their child

A Many parents DO read with their child when the child is young,
but once their child starts schogpthey stop reading to him/her or
it Is greatly reduced.

A ¢ K S d@Wikgglinga household, work, other children, needs
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A Perhaps they hattouble readingwhen they were in schoelnot
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Family Engagement
Communicating with parents about fostering their
child’s literacy
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Dr. Karen Mapp

Faculty Chair for Family Engagement in Education
Harvard Graduate School of Education
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L nlocking

‘Getting beyond
random acts of parent involvement’



Family
Literacy
Night

Parents and
children create
something
TOGETHER

‘Make it - Take it’” Provide other projects/activities families can do at home
Model literacy activities - story book reading, singing, writing (pre-writing)

Show how everyday experiences, such as trips to the park or family dinners, can
support literacy development

Parents will develop confidence in their skills to foster literacy - especially for
parents with limited resources or those not sure what can do to support their
child’s literacy development.



Family Literacy and Reading Nights

Themes, Modeling, Activities, and More

Pro Teacher
http://www.proteacher.org/c/874 Family Literacy Nights.html

TeachHUB

http://www.teachhub.com/teaching-strategies-run-successful-literacy-
night

Scholastic

http://www.scholastic.com/bookfairs/assets/downloads/final 8825 read

and rise facilitators guide.pdf
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reading at home should focus on pleasure.

Parents should support reading and writing as a gateway
to that pleasure, which in turn will impact and increagkeir
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- American Federation of Teachers
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NOT another chore ...
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Double-Sided
Crayons!




Guided and Leveled Reading

LEVEL

o PENGUIN YOUNG READERS (§

The Giant Jelly Bean Jar

Ben loves jelly beans. Every week he goes to
Jo-Jo's Jelly Bean Shop hoping to guess the riddle
that will win him a whole jar full of them! Will Ben
ever win the jar of delicious jelly beans?
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¥'BOOK Treks

GUIDED READING LEVEL

“Penguin Young Readers are leveled by independent reviewers applying the standards W
developed by frene F d Gay S Pinnel i Machiog Bocks o Rewdos: Using Liwiod
Baoks in Guided Reading, Heinemann, 1999. ISBN O-
= . 90000
vt e el $3.99 US (§499 CAN) ‘
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Author
Presentations
at Schools,
Libraries,
Conferences




